
1

Firth Of Fifth: Introduction

Anthony Banks (Genesis)
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Mark Alexander
The introduction, which was apparently never used in concerts (probably due to the lack of a grand piano), is also worthy of study, and is enjoyable to play by itself, even though it does not stand alone musically as a separate piece. It sounds a bit like Schubert in its harmony and pianistic style, but has a highly irregular meter. The right hand plays 16th notes grouped in threes and fours, and these small groups are joined together in interesting combinations. The left hand plays an accompaniment formed of octaves and simple block chords. The meter ranges from 2/4 to 13/16 and even 15/16. The harmony is mostly based on B flat, but there is a beautiful G flat middle section that makes effective use of the high range of the piano. At the end of the introduction, the harmony shifts smoothly by a half-step from B flat to B, the key of the main portion of the song.

I based my transcription on a very fine anonymous transcription available as GIF files from the "genesis-paperlate" Yahoo group. Here are links to Part 1 and Part 2; you'll need to sign up as a member of the group to use these links. 

The only significant changes in my transcription were to write the middle section in G flat instead of F sharp, and the transition section just before that in B minor instead of A major. The notes are obviously the same; I just thought the music looked better and made a little more sense as a whole in these particular keys.
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Lily was here, 1.6.6




