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About the arranger:

Allen Koepke, (b. 1939) was born and raised in Chicago, but has been an Iowan since 1956,
presently residing in Cedar Rapids. A graduate of Luther College and the University of
Northern Iowa, he has taught choral music from grade school through college, having retired
from Kirkwood Community College in 1996 after serving the school for 16 years. He presently
has over 60 published works found in six publishing houses. He has received numerous
commissions including In Praise of Music written as the Finale for the 1996 Iowa All-State
Music Festival in celebration of their 50th anniversary; Missa Brevis, written for the University
of Northern Iowa and their 1995 concert in Carnegie Hall, and A Vision, A Dream, written for
the Jowa Sesquicentennial celebration in 1996.

Koepke has received several honors, including the “1996 Iowa Professor of the Year” granted by
the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement and Support of Education. He was awarded
“Innovator of the Year” by the National League for Innovation for his work in computerized
music instruction. In 1997, he was honored by the Iowa Choral Directors Association and
granted the Robert M. McGowan Memorial Award “for outstanding contribution to choral
music in Iowa.” During the 1997-99 seasons, Koepke was the Composer-in-Residence for the
Cedar Rapids Symphony Orchestra—three of his compositions were performed by the
orchestra. He has judged choral events from coast to coast during the past forty years, including
evaluating over 500 show, jazz, and concert choirs in the past five years alone. His biography
can be found in the official Marquis “Who’s Who In America.”

Koepke presently enjoys his position as Director of Choral Activities at St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

Recording:
by the Wartburg College Choir conducted by Dr. Paul Torkelson
Hear it at www.sbmp.com

642-20

Y



