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Sure On This Shining Night

Sure on this shining night
Of starmade shadows round,
Kindness must watch for me
This side the ground.

The late year lies down the north.
All is healed, all is health.

High summer holds the earth.
Hearts all whole.

Sure on this shining night
I weep for wonder
Wandering far alone
Of shadows on the stars.
— James Agee

Copyright © 1968 by The James Agee Trust.

From Nocturnes, The American Choral Directors Association
2005 Raymond W. Brock Memorial Commission

Premiere performance of the Nocturnes at the ACDA Los Angeles
National Convention, February, 2005 by the Donald Brinegar Singers and
Morten Lauridsen, piano

The Nocturnes—*“Sa Nuit d’Eté” (R.M. Rilke), “Soneto de la Noche” (Pablo Neruda)
and “Sure On This Shining Night”—may be performed either separately or as a cycle
(in that order).

Composer Morten Lauridsen is most noted for his seven vocal cycles—Les Chansons des
Roses, Muadrigali, Mid-Winter Songs, Cuarro Canciones, A Winter Come, Lux Aeterna

and Nocturnes—and his series of a cappella motets which are regularly performed by
distinguished ensembles and vocal artists throughout the world. His O Magnum
Mysterium and Dirait-on have become two of the most performed and recorded
compositions of recent years. “Lux Aeterna,” a CD of his compositions recorded by the
Los Angeles Master Chorale conducted by Paul Salamunovich, was a Grammy finalist in
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